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In May 1970 | was attending primary school in rural South-East Queensland.
Getting anything — food, education, news, culture — required visible effort.
By 1970 we had a television but reception was poor; the signals bouncing off
relay towers along the valley until received by free-standing aerials my father
had planted in the cow paddocks around our house. It wasn't until secondary
school in Brisbane that | learnt anything about Richard Hamilton's work. Just
that one iconic example of British Pop art — Hamilton's Just what is it that
makes today’s homes so different, so appealing? (1956) was offered. We
acknowledged it and moved on. But | have remembered it.

I've made Kent State Newsprint in direct response to Hamilton’s 1970
screenprint, both his methodology and the imagery. His rules for image
generation (setting up a camera in front of the television to record whatever
would appear there) preceded the image. Similarly, | have used my haiku
generator (scanning newspapers for five and seven syllable runs of text
that | then combine into credible haiku) to plunder the pages of The Sydney
Morning Herald from May 4-8 1970, the week of the Kent State shootings
and their subsequent reportage. Hamilton has written about the time delay
between the events on the Kent State campus and hearing of it in the

UK. I've also been able to track the time delay between Ohio and Sydney
through the newspaper sequence. Like Hamilton, I've chosen to produce

an edition of 5000 Newsprints (in my case by using newspaper offset print
technology) to allow maximum dispersal. Finally, it is up to the gallery visitor
to fully realise Kent State Newsprint, by taking one of the sheets off the
stack and making a graphite rubbing of any of the haiku on the floor nearby.
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